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PREFACE.

vosmuat C Chummms

The importance of Epigraphy for building up the early
history of India is unquestionable and can hardly be gainsaid.
A good deal of the accurate information which we now
possess in regard to ancient India is nndoubtedly derived
from the study of inscriptions but for which even the names
of emperors like Samudragupta the great ¢ who conquered
nearly all India and whose alliance extended from the Oxus to
Ceylon ’” would have been cast into oblivion. The connected
accounts of several periods in early Indian History which
it has now become possible to write is the outcome of patient
and minute study of inscriptions chiefly. So the value of
these documents for the history of Ancient India is admitted
by all but I doubt if it has been fully recognised generally
although scholars like the late Professor Buhler emphusized
it long ago. The discovery of authentic inscriptions of ascer-
tainable age and origin like that of Harishena or Vatsabhatti
and the Girnar prasasti shows how hollow the old theory of
Renaissance of Sanskrit literature was; for it proves beyond
doubt that the Kavya literature must have been in full
swing not only in the Gupta epoch but even before the
commenucement of the Christian era.* The composition of
such inscriptions presupposes the existence of some Alan-

kara-$astra. For instance the prasasti of Harishena i. e.,
the Allahabad pillar ingeription of Samudragupta is a birst
clags little Kavya which is artistically finished in every
respect and places its author, namely, Harishena in line
with Kalidasa and Dandin. Some of the poetic figares in
this composition remind us of Subandhu and Banaand in the
choice of words it is, perhaps, unsurpassed ; for where
do we find more concise and more graphic a picture than
. what it gives of the situation in which Samudragupta is
ordained by his father to be hlS successor 7 We are quite

* See also Pxof Hermann Jacobi on Cultural , Linguistic and Literary
Historical gleanings from the Kautiliya; Ind. Ant Vol LIII, pp. 128 to
146. In this ceatribution the Professor concludes that the 4th Century
B.C. should belong to the Classical period,maturing to full development.
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justified to remark like Buhler that the verse which descri-
bes this situation is one of the best productions which our
Kuvis have given us ¢ in the domain of miniature portraits. ’

The Girnar inscription of the reign of Mah#kshatrapa
Rudradaman, which was probably written between 160 and
170 A. C., is a much older work and also written in the
Kavya style. It possessesall the chief characteristics of the
Vaidarbhkt riti which Dandin has laid down in his Kdvyd-
daria and are mentioned in Bharata’s Ndgyasdstra. There
is no use of multiplying examples. The fact is that the
inscriptions which have been published so far supply
material not only for building the history of Ancient India
but for the history of Indian Kavya or the artificial poetry
of the court, nay, for all the departments of Indian Research.
This being the case it behoves every Indologist to facilitate
the study of inscriptions and popularise Epigraphy. Mr.
Diskalkar, theretore, has done a highly useful work in
bringing out this edition and placing the texts of some
of the very important inscriptions before the public.

They are no doubt all published and fully discugsed already
but the books which contain their accountsﬁ are rather
costly and not easily accessible to general public. This
compilation of Mr. Diskalkar will obviate such drawbacks
and place the texts of very valuable documents within an
easy reach of every student who would care to study them.
His choice hasbeen a very happy one for he has selected
such of the inscriptions as are useful not only for
the history of some of the old dynasties but for the study
of the evolution of the Kgvya literature as well. In the
present volume he gives the texts only adding references
to the publications where they have already appeared. Their
critical account he has reserved for the next volume he is
preparing. I am sure his work will be of immense use to
those for whom it is intended.

Fernhill, Nilgiris, ! Il. Krishna Sastri.
Dated 27th April 1925. (iovernment Epigraphist for India,



INTRODUCTION.

The proverbial lack of the historical sense in the ancient
Hindu has no doubt considerably detracted from the value
of such a splendid heritage as India possesses in the Sauns-
krit language and literature.The deficiency of material which
can be arranged in a strictly chrouological sequence is to
some extent made up by contemporary records on stone
and copper which have been discovered during the last fow
decades, not only in all parts of the Indian Empire but in the
adjoining countries towards north, east and south sach as
Nepal, Central Asia, Javz, Cambodia and Ceylon, wherever
the influence of the civilization of India has penetrated. The
earliest records found in India are mostly in Pzli and Prakrit
barring of course the recent discoveries in the Punjab and
Sind of a pictographic script the key to the decipherment of
which is not yet in sight. In the early centuries of the Chri-
stian era Sanskrit seems to have established its position as
the language of ofticial records and from this period onwards
most of the inscriptions on stone :and copperplate are in
Sanskrit. The object that prompted the engraving of these
ingcriptions was generally the recording of some pious dona-
tion of a village or the building of a temple or even that of
describing the exploits of a king. In all these cases it is
therefore futile to expect any flashes of literary merit
in  the compositions recorded in inscriptions. But
sometimes when a court poet sets himself to the task of
extolling the virtues and exploits of his patron king and his
ancestors the result is sometimes recorded in excellent speci-
mens of Sanskrit Kdvya or artificial poetry. These Prasastis
very often contain not only the same ideas but also
words and phrases similar to those found in the standard
classical poetry of the masters of Sanskrit literatnre.* This

* See Dr. Bubler's essay on‘The Indian Inscriptions and the
Antiquity of Indian Artificial Poetry * published in the Indian Anti-
quary of 1913.
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has eventually been the means of proving that classi-
cal literature was cultivated in India at a comparatively
later date although the earliest compositionsin the Sanskrit

language must go back several millenia before the Christ.
ian era.

The present edition of the text of Sanskrit inscriptions
has been undertaken with a twofold object in view. In the
first place it is proposed to give a selection of Sanskrit
inscriptions from the second century to the eighth century
A. D. in their chronological order. The selection of texts
has been made more with a view to illastrate passages
possessing literary merit than owing to their historical or
religious importance. Only the text of each inscription is
given here as the notesand translations are reserved for a
separate volume. The characters used are Davanggari which
are easily understood by the students of Indian Universities
for whom the book is mainly intended. Corrections have been
made in the forms of the words as found in the inscriptions
s0 as to remove the orthographical peculiarities in the origi-
nals and bring the composition in aline with the language

of standard Sanskrit literature. Another purpose expected
to be gerved by the editionis to popularise Indian Epigraphy.
The student of Sanskrit literature in the Indian Universities
is at present completely ignorant of the ancient records of
this country the study of which is limited to a small circle
of Epigraphists. If this edition serves to demonstrate to the
student of literature that some of the inscriptions at least
possees real poetical merit and are besides of a special
value as a means to determine the historical sequence of
Classical Literature, the Epigraphists’ interest will be shared
by the student of Literature. The wider study of Indian
inscriptions by an ever increasing band of scholars is sure to
give much needed stimulus to research in the domain of
the literary and social history of India during the period
represented by the inscriptions. The gain to the history of

Sanskrit literature by a more thorough study of inscriptions
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cannot ba exaggerated. Even the most wellknown of Classi-
cal poets viz. Kalidasa hasleft no record as tothe time when
and the place where he lived. We owe it to an *inscription
that we now know the posterior limit to which he can be
assigned, viz. 634 A. D. The inscriptions of the Gurjara-Pra-
tih&ira kings, Mahendrapala and Mahipsla, who, we know,
raled during the last decade of the ninth century and in the
beginning of the tenth century of the Caristian era enable us
to fix the time of the dramatistand poet Rajas’ekhar, whose
pupils anl patrons they weres In this way inscriptions
have beca of great use to us in determining the approximate
period of many of our Classical anthors.

I must express my obligations to the several scholars
on whose devoted labours the subject matter of this edition
is based. I expressmy sincere thanks to Sir John Marshall,
the Director General of Archwology in Iadia, for his cour-
tesy in allowing me to copy the inscriptions from Govern-
ment publications issued by the Archweological Depirtment,
and to the proprietors of other Journals from which the
remaining inscriptions are copied. My special thanks are due
to Rao Bahadur H.Krishna s’astri, Government Kpigraphist
for India who kindly consented at my request to write
a preface to this small edition. I am also indebted to my
friend, Mr. K. N. Dikshit M. A., Superintendent Archeolo-
gical Survey W. C. Poona for makuw many valuable sug-
gestions in this work.

Rajkot )
20th March 1925. D. B. DIsKALKAR.

* No 12 in the edition.
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No. 1,

Girnar Rock Inscription of Rudradaman

of S’aka yr. 72 ( 150 A. D. )

REF | & ded g+ PMiRamaRn..... . 9f-
RIS AERITRIE IR G gesqd S Fealed augRiae-
dgtasay ......... qERTAAISEAT YT G-
faRfEaomSitdaedelyE o GFFd ......... ArRfR-
Fughgeg Ty add | afg VAT AGITATET G GiR-
TEACT TRT ! GI0¢T AAIEA: T A ag-
AT MGG FFFTEAT a¥  Fawfaw vy
anffidagan@egmi ... ... GERAT TSI IR
gRsqi Faal REStaa: gautfmaagnRmdat
AftaafRwrNgTaN: /g9 ... FRMFETTAHRAR AR~
RIGUAsaRIZSHIIATERUCAFANAAR/AT  JAAGFTEN-
AN TFAT ARSI ARG OFA ... ... &ret-
IIEASAAAAAaaTReggaiRandfiy | @R .-
AR Fugauvamdtan-as RefilT raagRgtamamnea
R R:gagddd  wevaFera@yd gae ... ... ...
ey MFET U YT ARIT I gena
FRIATNAET AAE T JIAOAT  TATRRAT-



(R)

2L UICHECEE R IGEE TGRS RS GLRETICRIERI
aaFg AT YISl FEgawd ... ... ... TR -
FRgaugRausgefiyooE:  efUAeE g
I B CE B R CRIECIRE R R REIGRE EE I P IC
SIf @A EE I TEXIRARAIRTIARY ......... a-
EOUT TFIAMTASTAIAOIATEITIRORA  FESATSTIR~
RARGIGEIATRATASFIEET g maaTsd-
A AR UIRAGUAFFTATGUE T @ Jew ooy
A FFCARTEEA gl awaEE
SmiaTo AeArer e gaEa s SarNHRe-
A FTYGTAT TACTEHFT FIETOTITYTA: QTAROTEL(S
feAremaRRaERT T EAgaaTeargaT I a1. ..
AESTIA HEUSIHASYRT g AT igIrio
R TIEET RaEt qgaial IRUTROERETE -
FEERSHAAT JUIAEINR{IAATGEA ... ... ... -
13S0 BIRRAMEEEAAAAIAAN S TSSAN IY[-
TRABLEFA:  FAFCAATAAGAATTT AT AR
PRGN TFI-WRAARSTHATT  ......... A
T AR R0 A RE TR RASETHAGIaFId-
AT WIAMQAAGEEIAA  REF-AEITUAFA -
1 AT TEYTAT AFOEAT AT ... § yd-
Fifdggad Izl FEARAFNE: EEEY  SH
THEMERIAZAT JANAARAGA T FST  FIoeeaed]-
T g AT w66, ... gaiam FRAAM | k-
A AT uRaEFiN o g Rcara-

AEEIRIETTRAE R ERRA: T g R



(2)

AAGIEIATE TRIRIRER Agsgrey me-
3 FRAFAARATGUEION TGN [THT 1gIIT Fo-
TOAOARIT GEATTEA TAEgLIT-TIG G-I AT -
FEIAT U IraArTaAIARTaarmgor eidkvar ud-
PRIV AgURTETaFaMA |

L]

No. 2.

Meharauli Posthumous Iron Pillar Inscription
of Chandra.

Not dated ( of about 340 ? A, D. )

FEAIgaaa; TRILE AF-gAAIAT-
srgsaTgaaAIshfaaar Ty M |
dicl a8 gEnd 37 R {Eeqs@r agewr
FE @RI eI 0 2 |
fep o BED eI RCRUIEINE RIS LR
geat wHvArEAl nqga: feat Ruaed @R |
AT WET gAY T&T qaiay wgl-
AAICTFSIA FonRATeRET A9 Fl@g 0 R
T EgenSTid T gIRAT IFET B
IFET quuIgaed It fuar|
JArd SO afaRAr ST B A

wigEsray AR wwad Qoisdsr: &nffa: N2

vensinswm——
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No. 3.

Allahabad Stone Pillar Inscription of Samudragupta
Not dated ( of about 850 A. D, )

CHE R HES T ernennens
.............................. |
3 RN
.............................. g
FT(7) cieririreiiennenenenienens
&rg (1) & ghgEEfE... ... ... |
IR | . : P
SR
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ARAUERI — v v v v v v ——v——Fi¥g |
rafauis FR=SOGEE@I F€T I G0

mFm—vm—vvuvva—v——v =y
JuY SRR Feay=ataFu:

A AT vV vy mm v v
LIRS TR TGS CATE LTI CE

LC IS IE IR ARl A & (-t it A
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USRI A P AT I TeT, T Z 3 T H{a g art-
T T ETT A AATVRA S AA g TS TH A~
HTAEA RGN aATTAg a:, TRINAFATI T (A -
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ARG QAT R A AT TRAFR AT F R -
WREATRMA  FEARQAHOTIHRHATR AN AT 0G0~
T, AR AU T I WS IATT -
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TN G @R RTARIFAFA TN GG -
EERE IR CERIEEICLIREEIPLEICCIRECICHTECE O M (DR
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SRR, ATARIGITSIRGIETRANI=eATT, HFA-
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NEIEREEIE 0GR R R EEREIERIERER B ECCICE
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TRFRIAER: W nRRFeT AERUETTHTRTET FIF-
RUBFEIRMIAAGUSATFERQUIET  FHarRager-
1eg | AT T WANERATITA  AG{USATIFH
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No. 4.
Girnar Rock Inscription of Skandagupta
of Gupta Samvat 138 (457 A, D.)
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AFRGEY A TIUER |
FHFASTAIAT: AT 47 Fe4T

§ S RfsandiEserEarseg: | { |
agq FAf wraR=FaEmaam:

SEESIECERIRE NS BN e
ATIIRSTAT HAFTCROTAT

yfagaTeel @AY TEFHar | R |
JafauuFHa: THREGYH: JYA-

WJegASTAFAl ThaTasagay |
HAfAAFAAIR A RRIA T

i9aR grafged QegensAQFam il 2 |
Aft 7 frana o goafca aify 3e7 |
Reaseaggangd A4 (7) rysgug il ¢ |
FA0 JGAT [0 99T

el T FEATAITET |
sqYeq GalTATAFYA I

gEH: €9 4 FWFHRT U 4 |
ARAFY GIER A Hid-

EUigyal ST 91 |
Al gRaY sAG FigA

quEa 7 a1 A yudifea: e ||



(¢)

g @ frear qiydl qaar
TAEgTrgTas Fel |
T QY Barg neg-
CIRERILIGEEEREIte: WIRCAT
RIG AR GENEEEIR)
ARG IHTIANE; |
LRI EI R ERILR ]
R RLRRRINEE G IR
A ST ARATIFA:
FalqaIg AggaE: |
SIGLREICILEGIG RS
qIET IFET Fa 939 W R |
AEIAASHET T F: qHY:
ERfaEqeay Wor 7 |
MRS ¥ ghggar
TG NATQUEGATT || Lo |
4 JeAsqiT gy
R ELUCICEIE t -l
of FaAF: @F qUITHl
qITET aeqige qued: 1 3¢ |l
wq AT qudda
ARFRIUTNOEAAEAT |,
T QlAg@IsdTar fif-
EEIFPUTITATSAT I 2R 0
ATST a1 80 nai=qi
TR JY1 AR q97: |



WA T o
BRI S E e Lo F [
NG CIERICIRES
Heamigraaaana: |
TTETATHCTRT
Tni O QUOTRETEE 1 L4 W
TMIZR IMINBAISE-

EIGIC I B O RIS Gl
SULIGRIE R E

@l 99 RATFTTHR 1 2] 0
GEIl G CREC R R L]

Qi @1 MwgrE= 7
FT A FEARIAA T

qUEvIMIEIALIAr T 1 3 |
S CLIRTIEE - A

e YEggiotar 9 |
FATuasfandT aRka-

ARIAEA o Fafea I <

T RAgasH TR FF

SRS I L HEE R Gl
], .



TF TOGTATL: U 23
| RELEGICIBEICTIE S
ANFIET TIRT (957 |
q: FIRGFA TICET i
AR GEFITHR F¥9% I Re
Ated 414 @ysgae
T AT A0 i |
AgaIHE T HiHa-
aRTR 39 90E FEF N 2 |
Remmer 7 g Jrska-
1S 7 BBY G |
q FIFTEAE T @]
— = v egeET R I RR |
et 7 wFde
(ARATRIISOTATATA: |
R CERE
gafafiRrgioar: | 33 U
- AGUANET RO I
% R T919q |
e File RY-aey
- qAERSARAAT I Y

o === quigTr-
o A [Falka [~y



()

RIE IR SRR
TR1{CRYeOr (3T HFHT N R 1
Ay FANTIHRIS AW
s T1RgE qad: |
% qIF ag F=ad (AT
IR A9 AN IEUT I ) N
HEERUUTAEH 3 g
SERIEIE ] Grr'%i‘q |
TN 3 NITGET §
TAIHIS AOAT RI1F 1) RS |

g1 1 g AFKTGIATaAr:
TP AmaRaTREt )
AgHIFanHEA G
g 9fd AreEREdE 978 1 k¢ |
3%T IS TR\GIH
TRIEAEAqAT RegAT |
- FRHACFATIAIAA
Aindr g g9 wawRa: 1 k] N
RYEqET: € a9ar ST
4 7Y FEMR wa@T: |
ey f3 qatrEE fuar
Rfy=aat DT Tygeegsn: | 3o |
-aflg SR 9FS I
qqIfeg gaxiAai ud &ong |
w3y FreARgeERia
g —ve—v—v=j 301



(LR)

Vo ) o U q@f q Gl

fAg: Wi AER T |
q R JAIFaT

TR R FrE 7 18R
AL RILIPERC |

FORRARR F8Rs |
=y ==Y Y R

(1) fRequseagaTaagTIATa: I 32 |
SR ELIBIEE RIEEEY

qAfgedafy af@er |
ETIT=T A

IR @I L HIE TR
Yowe qEE g @A

v —v ——gqAsR §9F |
HIMEIAIRAI et

qAET Feal sqaaTaag I 3%l
WA gEaTd 9T |

Rera: sty 9 |
IRYASIIRYI0r 7

v =V —gEAGIEH || 3%
Y JAIga JHar-

A= FERERNTST |
wIfagE A e

gIaH UrqaFered Il 39 )
Wt 7 gEeRguaRFIEI-

TR PN |



(W)

RieHfos ———v——v ——
gRagvvv———v—f @R 032

AR T JAGREAFNRGE
RemguaiaagF-EnT |

a7 guFrifgfig— -

¥ GEEIAGFUERTRTT T4 |
No. 3.
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Not dated ( of about 582 A, D. )
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Valabhi Copperplate Inscription of Dhara-
sena ( I) of Gupta-Yalabhi Sam 269
(588 A. D,)
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Not dated ( of about 600 A. D. ).
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of Harsha Samvat 22, (628 A. D.).
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No. 15.

Ragim Copperplate Inscription of Tivaradeva

of the 7th yr. of his reign ( probably of
the last quarter of the VIII cant, A.D,)
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